2026 Reuben R. Cowles Youth Educational Award

APPLICATION DEADLINE: July 1, 2026

The Cowles Educational Fund was established as a tribute to North Carolina Jersey breeder Reuben R. Cowles for his dedication to the Jersey breed. Mr. Cowles served as a director of The American Jersey Cattle Club and received the Distinguished Service Award in 1977. He was known as Mr. Jersey in the southeast U.S. and was instrumental in developing All-Jersey® milk markets, which greatly increased the demand for Jersey cattle in this area. Mr. Cowles was also known for his assistance and encouragement to young Jersey dairy farmers, many of whom he helped establish in the dairy business.

Applicants for the Reuben R. Cowles Youth Award must be at least a senior in high school, but not older than 36 years of age, and residents of Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee or Virginia. 

Return completed applications with a postmark no later than July 1, 2026 to the American Jersey Cattle Association, 6486 E. Main Street, Reynoldsburg, Ohio 43068-2362 or submit by email to info@usjersey.com. Applications will not be accepted by fax.


COMPLETE APPLICATION ONLY WITH WORD PROCESSING/TYPEWRITER.
Maximum length of application: 4 single-sided pages, 10 point font.


LAST NAME	FIRST NAME	MIDDLE NAME

DELETE THIS LINE. ENTER YOUR INFORMATION HERE. REMOVE TEXT HIGHLIGHT COLOR.


DATE OF BIRTH	MARITAL STATUS	COUNTRY OF CITZENSHIP

DELETE THIS LINE. ENTER YOUR INFORMATION HERE. REMOVE TEXT HIGHLIGHT COLOR.


COMPLETE MAILING ADDRESS	CITY	STATE	ZIP CODE

DELETE THIS LINE. ENTER YOUR INFORMATION HERE. REMOVE TEXT HIGHLIGHT COLOR.


(AREA CODE) HOME PHONE	EMAIL ADDRESS

DELETE THIS LINE. ENTER YOUR INFORMATION HERE. REMOVE TEXT HIGHLIGHT COLOR.


IF SELECTED, HOW WILL YOU USE THIS AWARD? (Select one):

[   ] 	EXPENSES AT COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY
[   ] 	EXPENSES TO ATTEND AJCA-NAJ ANNUAL MEETINGS 
[   ] 	EXPENSES TO ATTEND ALL AMERICAN JERSEY SHOWS & SALES
[   ] 	OTHER JERSEY EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE (describe below)


NAME AND ADDRESS OF HIGH SCHOOL	YEAR GRADUATED	HIGH SCHOOL GRADE POINT AVERAGE

DELETE THIS LINE. ENTER YOUR INFORMATION HERE. REMOVE TEXT HIGHLIGHT COLOR.


NAME AND ADDRESS OF COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY YOU ARE ATTENDING (if applicable)	

DELETE THIS LINE. ENTER YOUR INFORMATION HERE. REMOVE TEXT HIGHLIGHT COLOR.


ACADEMIC CLASS STATUS AND MAJOR AREA OF STUDY:	ENTER HERE


IF ENROLLED, WHAT IS DATE OF EXPECTED GRADUATION?	ENTER HERE


HAVE YOU EVER BEEN ON ACADEMIC OR SOCIAL PROBATION AT ANY COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY YOU HAVE ATTENDED?	NO	YES	If yes, indicate when and why:


WORK EXPERIENCES
Include military service and current employment. Add as many lines to table as required.

	Dates of Employment (Month/Year)
	Employer
	Description of Work and Hours Worked/Week

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	





ESSAY QUESTIONS

1.	Describe your activities with Jersey cattle (e.g., number of head owned, 4-H/FFA work, participation in local, state and national Jersey youth and/or adult programs).





2.	Summarize your extracurricular activities in high school and/or college, or current community and industry activities.





3.	State your ambitions and goals for the future. (Avoid restating information previously given on this application.)













DATE					APPLICANT’S SIGNATURE

NAME AND EMAIL CONTACT FOR YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER:



* * * * *

TOTAL LENGTH OF COMPLETED APPLICATION MAY NOT EXCEED FOUR (4) PAGES.


